Regional Executive Competition Chairman
Scott Cranston
(406) 670-9069

cranstonllc@hotmail.com

Chris Brewer

cbrew73@bresnan.net

Billings, MT 59107

N AMER 4

A 7 N
SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA

P.O. BOX 30956 « BILLINGS, MT 59107

Asst. Regional Executive
J. Reuss
(406) 245-3071
jreuss@att.net

Secretary/Treasurer

June 2008

Yellowstone Region 108 - May Meeting

The monthly membership meeting of the Yellowstone Region SCCA was called to order by Regional Executive Scott Cranston
on May 7, 2008, at 6:37 p.m., at the GH&R Law Firm conference room.

.com

Minutes of Previous Meeting: A motion was MS&P to accept without addition or correction the minutes of the April 2008 meet-
ing as published in the May 2008 edition of Fast Times.

Treasurer’s Report: Secretary/Treasurer Mark Richlen reported that the current balance of the club’s checking account was
approximately $3,563.85. Richlen also reported that he had recently paid BCS for porta-potty rental and that there were a few
other bills to pay, but they were all current. Cranston handed over receipts from the recent event at FSA.

Old Business: Poster Project: It was generally agreed to continue refining the poster project. An additional $50 was author-
ized to make additional color copies. It was suggested that smaller (8-1/2” x 5-1/2") posters be prepared to distribute at the
upcoming car show and to hand out at other events. Members could also be given copies to hand out to interested persons.
Richlen reported that a club banner had been ordered and that helmet stickers, rulebooks and wristbands had been ordered.
Richlen indicated he would look into obtaining Weekend Membership forms and/or combined Weekend Membership and
entry forms. It was decided that we would feature Cranston’s teal ‘Stang, Reuss’ Civic and Gilliland’s Avenger at the Rimrock
Auto Show on June 14™ (unless Gilliland is at a hillclimb and/or another member wants to show his or her car off.)
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New Business: The possibility of implementing a point system for solo finishes was discussed. It was decided to look into the
system being used by Bozeman and discuss the issue further at a later time. Everyone who was at the FSA event reported it
went well. Some items to be smoothed out were: specific information and proper membership applications for SCCA mem-
bership; a written script to be used at driver’s meeting to assure all information is provided; assigning a worker for wristband
duty during run groups. It was also agreed that drivers should be reminded that it was their obligation to make sure their
guests had signed waivers and obtained wristbands. It was also discussed that a worker would be assigned during each run
group to put run times on a scoreboard in “real time” as they were announced by the timer (including penalties). Entry forms
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would also be revised to clarify that it is the drivers’ responsibility to know what class their car belongs.

A motion was MS&P to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:22 p.m.

Wanted—Secretary/Treasurer

Those folks who check the Region
website from time-to-time have
noted that long-time club member
and long-time Region Secretary/
Treasurer Mark Richlen has recently
resigned his post. In offering his
resignation, Mark noted that “it was
time for one of the newer members
to take on the responsibility.” He
also noted that he had just “resigned
a board seat in another organiza-
tion” and that he was “just realign-
ing his activities.” Mark’s tireless
contributions to the Region are
greatly appreciated and we will miss
the institutional memory that he of-
fered. Although Mark certainly can-
not be replaced, someone will be
needed to fill his position. If you
have any interest in fulfilling this
important function for the Region,
please stop in at the next meeting or
contact any of the other officers.
Although Mark didn’t say so specifi-
cally, I am certain that he would be
willing to train any interested indi-
vidual to accomplish a seamless

“passing of the torch.”

(At press time, there was no word on
whether the Region’s year-end party
would continue to be held at the
Mark and Delia’s house.)

Car Classes Revisited

For the past few years, the Region
has become somewhat lax when it
comes to car classes at events. Solo
car classification is not a priority at
smaller events when everyone is
just “out for a good time.” However,
car classification is a serious busi-
ness at larger events such as region-
als and divisionals. Car classifica-
tion is the responsibility of the en-
trant. Designating the proper class
of your car on an entry form is some-
what on the “honor system.” That is,
unless someone protests the class
an entrant has designated, no one is
the wiser. Classifying stock (or
nearly stock) vehicles is relatively
easy. The SCCA National Solo Rule-

Newsletter Editor
Kaitlin Reuss
importchick9@hotmail.com
Webmaster
]J. Reuss
jreuss@att.net

book—available either online or at
an event—contains basic classifica-
tion information. Stock classes
allow a minimal number of
“‘allowances” before a wvehicle is
relegated to a ‘“modified” or
“prepared class.”

Several regions and have posted
car classification worksheets on
websites. In the next few days,
links to these websites will be
added the Region Website to help
entrants “fine tune” their classifica-
tion. However, keep in mind that
the SCCA National Solo Rules are
the “final word” when it comes to
classification. Classification work-
sheets should only be used as a
starting point to determine where
your car truly belongs.
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Cranston’s Corner _ rommes:

The Region has three spaces rented at the Rimrock Auto
Group Car Show scheduled for Saturday, June 14, 2008. The
show is scheduled to run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The
reason for the Region’s participation is to promote the Region
and SCCA activities. We plan to have an SCCA banner
erected, and SCCA and Region information will be available to
those who are interested. This event is typically well-
attended. Pray for good weather. Speaking of weather, I was
checking out the online forum on the Southwestern Region
SCCA website prior to their Memorial Day weekend event at
MSU. With “iffy” weather predicted, several contributors
mentioned the “50-50 Rule.” The essence of the Rule was that
an autocross event would be cancelled if the predicted high
temperature was less than 50 degrees and the chance of pre-
cipitation was greater than 50%. Seems like a good guideline.

What ,S BreWin,? — From the Comp. Chair

We are back to the Food Services of America site this Sunday
on 32nd and King Avenue West. The previous event at that
site was a blast and this event should be even better. Like
the last event at FSA, we need to vacate the premises by 3:30
(or so). FSA employees begin to arrive at that time to start
their Sunday night shift. Accordingly, we will try to start the
event a little earlier to make sure everyone gets plenty of
runs. In two weeks we will be at the Yellowstone Drag Strip.

2008 YRSCCA Solo Schedule

April 20 GM Petroleum (cancelled)
May 4 Food Service of America
May 24-25 Lewistown (with PCA)
June 8 Food Service of America
June 22 Yellowstone Drag Strip
July 6 GM Petroleum

July 27 Skyview High School
August 3 Yellowstone Drag Strip
August 24 Food Service of America
September 13-14 Lewistown (with PCA)
September 21 GM Petroleum

As indicated in last month’s column, the Drag Strip site is huge and has no
light poles or curbs. Accordingly, the course we plan to set will be long and

fast. Don’t miss this event!

The FiniSh Line — From the Webmaster

We got the newsletter editor, Kaitlin,
graduated from Laurel High School
on Memorial Day weekend. Loads of
out-of-town guests kept anything
autocross-related from getting done.
However, being a “good” parent for
the weekend—and not whining about
missing the Corvette convention in
Bozeman—scored me a ‘“pass” on
Kaitlin's soccer tournament in Helena
this weekend! See y'all at FSA!

I obtained a set of hood pins for the
kids’ Civic in an attempt to eliminate

the “not-closed” look that results (in
whole or part) from using the OEM
hardware on the carbon fiber hood.
I previously installed a set of hood
pins on the car when it still had a
metal hood. (I would not recom-
mend doing this on a Sunday morn-
ing prior to an event, unless you
get up at 3:00 a.m.—which I did
not.) After checking a few websites
that explain how to drill carbon
fiber hoods, it appears that I should
probably schedule the project over
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at least two evenings. I
ERASTERN IDAHO SPORTS CAR CLUB Websites
President Yellowstone Region 108
Cal Craner 208-529-4999 www.yellowstonescca.com
V.P. Southwest Montana Region
Tommy Taylor 208-745-5710 www.swmtscca.org
Treasurer Montana Region (Great Falls)
Dave Krekel 208-357-3507 www.mtscca.com
Secretary Eastern Idaho Sports Car Club
Lea Street208-360-0448 WWWw.eiscc.info
Webmaster(s) Big Sky Region (Missoula/Kalispell)
John Atchison jda@srv.net www.bigskyregian.org
U NINEENESEREINNANRNERNENREEEES Northwest Hill Climb Association
Monthly Region Meeting i | www.mbahillclimb.org/

From the Webmaster

As promised, I posted the results from the FSA event as soon as I got home from the event. There were many other things I would rather have
done at that time, but the positive comments I received made it worthwhile. Posting the photos takes a bit more time than results, but with a

little pre-planning, that chore is getting quicker as well. I would sure appreciate some backup for events that I can’t attend or assistance from
someone who truly knows what they are doing with regard to website stuff. Please don’t be shy!
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SCCA — Get Real...Fast!




